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Luxe xvi. 2. 


-- How is it that I hear this of bee? 
| Give an account of thy flewardſhip : 


For thou mayeſt be no longer ſteward. 


be V4) this ſteward, guardian or preceptor 
22 I 2 had been ſecretly accuſed to his 
king and maſter of waſting bis 
goods; that is, of betraying the 
truſt repoſed in him; of acting contrary to the 
intereſt of his royal maſter, either by cologuing 
with his enemies, or by leſſening him in the 
eyes of his ſons, his family, and of his ſubjects. 
The hiſtorian Luke doth not tell us, who was 
the perſon, who accuſed to the king, this 
ſteward or ſtewards, theſe guardians or pre- 
ceptors; he only obſerves, that the ſame, 
Ii. e. that the ſteward or preceptor] was ac- 
cuſed unto him [i. e. unto the lord, or unto the 
king] that be had waſted his goods. 

TRE allegory, of which our text is a part, 
is of a certain rich man, or king, who had 
appointed under him a ſteward or ſtewards, 


officers which were to be in his ſtead to do ſuch - 


things which he commanded, and to execute 
ſuch offices with which he entruſted them : 
kings and great men have many deputics, ſome 

| | to 


NN the preceding verſe we find, that 
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| (4) 
to look after their taxes and revenues, - theſe are 
properly called rent-gatherers, ſtewards, bailiffs, 
and the like ; but when any one or more are 
entruſted with the education of his children, 
of his ſucceſſors and next heirs to the crown, 
then he or they who in other affairs are uſually 
called ſtewards are denominated by the ſtile 
of preceptors, as for example, The right 
* reverend father in God the lord biſhop 
of Gloceſter is by his Majeſty appointed pre- 


_ © ceptor to their royal highneſſes prince George, 


« and prince Edward.” 8 

TA H ſteward ſpoken of in this chapter, be- 
ing called upon by his maſter to give up his ac- 
counts, we may obſerve, does not enquire who 
had accuſed him; he does not deſire of his lord 
and king to know wherefore he was accuſed, 
nor by whom ; but he is repreſented immedi- 
ately as endeavouring to make uſe of the re- 
mainder of his ſtewardſhip in order to provide 
a comfortable ſubſiſtence after his retreat or diſ- 
charge from his office ; upon which as he was 
the king's tax-gatherer he goes to his maſter's 
creditors z to one in particular, for in theſe 


_ early days the taxes were paid in kind, and not 


as now in coin; you owe ſays he to the king, 
my maſter, one hundred meaſures of oil, take 
thy bill and I will write a receipt for fifty, ſo 
when inquiry ſhall hereafter be made, you will 
be found to ſtand indebted to the exchequer in 
fifty meaſures, inſtead of one hundred. 

Tn king it ſeems was very angry with his 
ſteward, or preceptor, for when he was ſe⸗ 
cretly accuſed, he ſends for him in haſte, for it 

15 


1 | 

is id, ver. 2. of this chapter, And he called 
bim, and ſaid unto bim, it is likely with a ſtern 
and majeſtic countenance, Hau is it that Ibear 
this of thee? Give an. account of thy fteward- 
Hip: for thou mayeſt be no longer feward. Sup- 
pole the king 2 to this his ſervant_ as a 
Reward, then his argument is this; How is it 
that you have ſquandered the public money; 
under the ſpecious- pretences of ſecret tervice, 
you have emptied my coffers, enriched my ene- 
mies, and by an intolerable load of taxes you 
have oppreſſed my ſubjects; you have aggran- 
diaed your family, and relations; and you have 
introduced bribery, corruption and venali- 
| ty among all orders of men; you have by your 
Negligence let foreign nations infringe, vie-with 
and run away with the trade of the nation; and 
laſtly, by neglecting the due execution of the 
Jaws you have introduced a general luxury, 
indolence, and a depravity of manners, inſo- 
much that vice is encouraged, and religion and 
piety are almoſt baniſhed my kingdom. But 
ſuppoſe his majeſty ſpeaking to this his ſervant 
in the character of a preccptor, his language 
was or might be to is effect: How is this! 
ſeeing I have thought you Worthy to repreſent 
my perſon, and in my ſtead to have the care of 


my only ſon and heir. to my crown; I have 


committed to you the forming of bis mind, the 
* of him in the aris of government, in 
natural philoſophy, and in univetſal knowledge ; 
to breed him up a friend to this nation; and 
early to imbibe in him all the filial: duties, yet 
I am ſecretly informed, that in your common 
bil 1 dlſcourſe 


„ | 

diſcourſe you do not ſtick to ſpeak derogatory 
of that very SENATE. by whoſe election my 
houſe came to the' throne; to what end or to 
what purpoſe did it ſerve in you to fay, that it 
was carried but by one vote? It was carried, 


and that was ſufficient. "Your remark thereon 


was hypocritical enough, you fee here, my 


liege, the providence of the Almighty. What 


buſineſs had you to remark in the ears of your 
charge, that the crown of England was always 
hereditary, and that if the pretender to my 
throne had been legitimate and an Iſraelite 
my family had never ſat on the throne? and 
then to drink his health as a gentleman; where- 
fore for theſe things, for theſe breaches of truſt, 
I now call upon you; you muſt give an 


count of your ſtewardſhip. _ | 


To theſe interrogatories perhaps the precep- 


tors might have replied, that they were always 
_ deemed the friends of the government, that they 


had ſpent their lives and fortunes in the ſervice 
of it; that they bad always counſelled for the 
good not only of the king, and his family, but 


alſo for that of the commonwealth; that they 
were not out of the reach of falſe accuſers, en- 


viers and tale bearers ; but as they could not hold 
their offices free from cenſure, they were ready 


and willing to reſign, for they valued their own 


quiet, and the ſatisfaction of his majeſty, before 
any gain or profit that could or might accrue 
to them. 14.81 15 en 
Wu Naur king in the allegory before us, had 
receiv'd the accuſation he was not in ſuch haſte, 
as to put his ſteward ont of his office r 


| SY 3 
had made up his account. Undoubtedly, he be- 
gan to conſider, whether better ſtewards or pre- 
ceptors were to be found. Perhaps, ſays he, 
this is but an idle vague ſtory, which has been 
communicated to me by this young lord of my 
court. This I know, that it is contrary to 
what I thought their inclinations. I will ad- 
viſe with my nobles about 'it, and having ſo 
done, and taken into conſideration every parti- 
_ cular, and having heard the debates and reſo- 
lations of his wiſemen, who weighed theſe mat- 
ters from ſun-ſet even to the dawn of day, the 
reſolution of the king was, ver. 8. And the lord 
commented the unjuſt ſteward, becauſe: be bad 
done wiſely : for he children of this world are in 
. their generation wiſer than the children of light. 
And I fay unto you, make to yourſelves friends of 
the mammon' of unrighteouſneſs ; that when ye 
fail, they may receive you into everlaſting ba- 
bitations. 1 * Af SHO OY 

Ir is plain, the king found that the tale bearer 
had impoſed on him, for in the whole narrative 
there is no mention of his blaming ot diſcharging 
of his ſteward. He undoubtedly looked on it as a 
falſe accuſation, and that in ſhort, he was not 
guilty. He therefore took no farther notice of 
the matter; but let his old ſteward or preceptor 
remain, perhaps he recollected the ſtory of 
Nero and the old woman; the old woman at 
all times and on all occaſions was found pray- 
ing in the ſtreets of Rome, and eſpecially about 
the royal palace, for the life of Nero; which at 
length reached the emperor's ear, who greatly 
wondered thereat, for Nero was not ſo _ | 

| but 


greatly of the ' wickedneſs of 1 


ca) - 
but he knew from the oruelties and opprefiiont 
he was continnally guilty af, chat none of his 


ſubjects could love him, or wiſh the continu» 


ance of his life, ſent for the old woman, and 
aſked hee, the reaſon why ſhe ſo inceſſantly 
prayed for his proſperity and life, She aniwer- 
ed, that ſhe lived in the days of his great grand 
father, and that then the people complained 
king and his 
miniſters; in the days of his grandfather when 
the times were much worſe then before; in 
the days of his predeceſſor -when the people 
complained. of tyranny and the great appreflion 
of taxes; of bafbarity, &. and now the-peos 
le complain more than ever, for thou, O king, 
imitated them in all their vices, tyranny 
and oppreſſion, and haſt added thereto mon- 
ſtrous inſtances of cruelty and inhumanity, and 
then ſhe concluded on her knees, O may Nero 
live for ever ! but why, ſays the king, if he be 
fo bad an emperor, why do you pray for his 
life? Why, ſurely, ſays the old . 

The em- 


ſhould die, the devil muſt come next ! 


peror ſmiled, and diſmiſſed the good wo- 
man with a charge, to go and continue her 
prayers for his long life. And this is agreeable 
to the old proverb, After the old one is gone, 


feldom comes a better. And indeed every one 


who is in the leaſt acquainted with out hiſtory 
muſt be convinced of the degeneracy and de- 
pravity of the people of England, accotding to 
our beſt authors. He muſt ſee the alteration 
in the religion, cuſtoms and manners of the 
people from time to time; the freedom and li- 

| centiouſneſs 


Centiouſheſs commonly practiſed, the multitude 


ly) 


of penal laws and taxes which the neceſſities of 
the tate, and the grandeur of its miniſters ha vt 
brought on us. And may this preſent ſtate of 


the kingdom ſubſiſt for ever, ought to be the 


prayer of evety thinking honeft man who hay 
either the good of himſelf, his neighbour, or his 
poſterity at heart, for it is ten to one when 
other meaſures are taken, or any revolution 
ſhould happen; but it will be for the worſe. 


To proceed: Our parable muſt certainly be a 
repreſentation of ſome fact or hiſtory contain- 
ed in the Old Teſtament, and may probably be 
that of the revolt of Abner from Iſhboſheth to 
the intereſt of David, as recorded in the ſeconi 
book of the prophecy of the prophet Samuel; 
for the moſt learned of our divines have al- 
ways been of opinion, that the ſcriptures of the 
New Teſtament are an explanation and com- 
pletion of the writings of the Old Teſtament. - 

By the narrative given us of this tranſaction, 
it is obſervable, that Saul had, many years be- 
fore his death, made Abner, the fon of Ner, 
captain of his hoſt. And it is faid, And it 
came to paſs while there was war between the 
houſe of Saul and the houſe of David, that Ab. 
ner made himſelf ſtrong for the houſe of Saul. 

WurN Saul. was dead, Abner took Tfbboſbeth 
the fon of Saul, and brought bim over to Mas 
hanaim. And be made him king over Gilead, 
and over the Aſhurites, and over Jezreel, and 
over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over 
all Iſrael. Jſhboſheth Sau}'s fon was forty years 


old 


(1... 
old when be began to reign over Iſrael, and be 
reigned tuo years. Thus did Abner proclaim 
the ſon of Saul, king over all Iſrael. He in- 


tended, at this time, that the Jewiſh nation 


ſhould be governed by two kings, one of which 
ſhould reign over the houſe of Ifrael, and the 
other over the houſe of Judah ; for this great 


- politician does not proclaim Iſhboſheth king of 


Jeruſalem, of the ſebuſites, and of all Judah 
no, he leaves that part of Canaan to be go- 
vern'd by David the ſon. of Jefle, who had 
matried Michal the daughter of Saul. And it 
is very likely, the ſcheme and policy of Abner 


Had ſucceeded, if an accident had not happen- 


ed, which intirely broke off the friendſhip of 
Abner, and made him an enemy to Iſhbo- 
ſheth. . 

Is BOSH ETH was the ſon of Saul; who as his 
father's ſucceſſor was not only, according to the 
cuſtom of theſe nations, entitled to the govern- 


ment of Iſrael, and to all his goods and chat- 


tles, but likewiſe to his concubines. This is 
plain was the cuſtom as appears from ſeveral 
paſſages of the Old Teſtament. And Iſh- 
boſheth, ſays my author, was, when he came 
to the throne, in the thirty- ſeventh year of his 
age. What were the number of Saul's concu- 
bines ĩs not particularly ſaid; but however one of 
them is mentioned, chap. iii. 7. And Saul had 
a concubine whoſe name was Rizpab, the daugh- 


ter of Ajah. Undoubtedly, he had more, but 


this perhaps was the chief, the youngeſt, the 
laſt, and conſequently the moſt beautiful. 
. S | — 2 » Ir 


i; 4« 11) A 
+ Tr feems Abner was greatly taken with 


the beauty of this young lady, and tho' he 
knew the was the property of the king his 
maſter he went in unto her, and he lay with 
Her; and the thing was known unto Ziba the 
ſcribe, who was the friend of lord Abner, the 
general of the army or hoſt of Iſrael, who 
made the thing known unto the king. Iſh- 
boſheth was ſo imprudent as well as impolitic, 
that he contrived to be an ear-witneſs and a 

ectator of one of their amours. He con- 
cealed himſelf in lord Abner's garden nigh 
the very grove, in which the general and 
the lady Rizpah met to celebrate the' rites of 
Venus. It was in the cool of the evening, 
at the duſk, the time lovers uſually chuſe for 
the exchange of hearts, the ſeaſon was fine, 
and the air quiet and ſerene, and Iſhboſheth 
had fo conveniently placed himſelf, that he 
not only heard all the reciprocal expreſſions 
of the lovers, but he faw alſo thoſe dal- 
liances and toys which at length concluded in 
conſummation. _ nnn 

FireD at this, Iſhboſheth could no longer 
contain himſelf, but he breaks in raſhly upon 
the two lovers, and with great rudeneſs and 
11 accuſes lord Abner with defiling 
is father's bed, Wherefore, fays he, boſt thou 
gone in unto my father's concubine ? YET T 
IN DEE D the moſt learned of our commenta- 
tors and expoſitors ſeem not to be of opinion, 
that Iſhboſheth was ever preſent at any amour 
between lord Abner and the lady Rizpah, be- 
cauſe they obſerve, that it was below the dig- 
8 .C nity 


6 


| : | '( 12 ) | 
? Dity of a king; and a very ve author 
this paſſage imagines that Ibboſheth ſenta 5 
vite or high-prieſt to execute this office ; as it 
was uſual in this country, for kings to ſend 
them on ſuch errands, as we way bon the caſe 


of David and Bathſheba. Hence he concludes, 
that the king was informed of the matter, but 
that he afterwards challenged Abner with it as 
a crime; for which, ſays my author, he was 
greatly to blame, but this brought about the 
union of the two houſes of Iſrael and Judah, 
the Lord bringing out of evil ſo great a good |! 

A pious commentator, who wrote in the 
beginning of this century, remarks: the great 
ingratitude of king Iſhboſheth, in reproaching 
Jord Abner with lying with the lady Rizpah, 
and having recited the anſwer of Abner to 
the king, Am a dog's head, which againſt Fu- 
dah to ſhew kindneſs this day unto the houſe of 
Saul thy father, 10 his brethren, and to bis 


friend, and bave not delivered thee into the 


hand of David, that thou chargeſi me to day 
with a fault concerning this woman. Which he 
thus religiouſly paraphraſes: What a blockhead 
have I been to eſpouſe the cauſe of the houſe of 
Iſrael, and oppoſe myſelf to the wrath and ha- 
tred of the ' houſe of Judah in befriending, in 
taking part with Saul and his friends! O that 
] bad long before this, O thou monſter of ingra- 
titude, thou ſon of Satan and of Lucifer, whom 


I could have delivered into the hands of David 


the Lord's anointed by his prophet Samuel, to 
have been put to death ou unjuſt man, 
thou who tontrary to the laws of God and 


„ . 2s uu 
man doth withhold from the bed of king Da- 
vid thy fiſter Michal, thou ſhalt rue this, and 


ſhalt repent dearly thy reproach! ſurely, thou 
art jealous-pated, that thou chargeſt me with 


| hiog with Rizpah ; you know well, ſhe careth 


thy bed, for thou art-not towardly to 
women; and as this is the caſe, what fault 
have I been guilty of, and it is a venal fin, it 
is a cuſtomary thing to lie with women, thy 
father did it, thou haſt done it, tho' not to 
the ſatisfaction of thy concubines, and becauſe 
Jou cannot pleaſe women in the way wherein 
they moſt delight, you are ſo malicious and en- 
vious that you reproach them who are the dar- 
lings of the ſex. This, this is the retaliation I 
meet with for ſaving your life! whether it is better 
that you had died, or I lie with your concubine ; 
my neſs with, and love for her was the 
motive that made me fide with the houſe of 
Saul; but from this day forward I repent 
thereof? The heart of Abner, ſays this worthy 
writer, being thus turn'd againſt Iſhboſheth on 
account of his ſtupid ingratitude, pav'd the way 
for the completion of the prophecy of the Lord 
by the mouth of his holy prophet Samuel, 1 
Sam. xvi. when he anointed David to be 3 
inſtead of Saul, as the faithful may read in that 
whole chapter; the ways of the Lord are in- 
ſearchable, his paths are not to be found out 
the heavens declate his power, and the earth, 


doth the men * the women: dra ſhew 
forth his handy works! 
Tux reſentment of Abner. e we 


find took place, fot that great general, 4 
425220 C a 2+ 0 
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(WF | 
of the ſervices. he-had- done the houſe of Saul, 
and provoked with the ingratitude of his royal 
maſter, who owed his life to him, and whom 
he thought on theſe accouats ought not to ha ve 
reproved him for lying with his concubine, the 
beautiful Rizpah, —— without the 
leaſt — pg declares openly his intentions 
of har with the army to ay houſe of David, 
« So.do God to Abner, and more alfa, 
6. © — God take away my life) except a 
the. Lord bath ſworn to David, even % I do to 
bim: ver. 10. To tranſſate the kingdom from 
the houſe of Saul, and to jet up the throne of 
David over Iſrael, and over from Dan 
even to Beerſbeba. At this relolution of Abner; 
Ichboſheth was ſtartled, nay ſo confounded, that 
the inſpired writings tell us in the next verſe, 
And be (Iſhboſheth) could not anſwer Abner 4 
word again, becauſe be feared him. He knew 
lord Abner was a reſolute, | valiant man, and 
that what he ſaid, he would perform. 
A late critic on this place obſerves, that Ab- 
ner immediately on his being found in bed, or 
2 _— r ＋ ver ſation —— 
owledge of lady Rizpah began 
his revolt to- David, — ans, that the lady 
12 ied him in it; for he notes, 
that at ver. 12. it is ſaid, directly on the con- 
cluſion of the dialogue between king Iſhboſheth 
and lord Abner; And Abner ſent meſſengers 
to David, an his on behalf, ſaying, Whoſe is the 
land? ſaying alſo, make tby league with ma, 
and bebold-my hand ſhall be with thee, to bring 


h a all Ire thee. This wag farther — 


ſer ves, 


( .) 
ſeryes, that David takes this opportunity of pro- 
euring to his hed, Michal, the daughter of king 
Saul, whom he had given to him for wife oft 
the condition of his fe him one hundred 
TO of the Philiſtines. It was, ſays 
ery humorous condition, but as it — 
by Did, a man after God's own heart, it 
could not be amiſs: The ſtory- is thus 
in 1 Sam. xvii < And Michal Saul's daugh- 
ter loved David: and they told Saul, and the 
thing pleaſed him. And Saul aid, I will 
4 give him ber, that ſhe may be a ſnare unto 
« hit, and that the hand of the Philiſtines m 
4 be: againſt him, wherefore Saul faid to David, 
Thou ſhalt this day be my ſon-in-law,” And 
0 Saul commanded his ſervants, 2 — Com- 
« mune with David — und 
4 hold, the king hath delight in thee; "me "al 7 
tt his ſervants love thee : now therefore be'the 
* king's ſon-in-law. And Saul's fervants ſpake 
te theſe words in the ears of David: and David 
* ſaid, Seemeth it to you a light thing to be 4 
0 king's 'ſon-in-law, ſeeing that I am a | 
«man, and lightly eſteemed? And the ſer- 
. vants of Saul told him, ſaying, On this man- 
1 ner ſpake David. And Saul faid, thus ſhall 
„ ye ſay to David, The king defireth not any 
©« dowry : but an hundred foreſkins of the 
„ Philiftines, to be avenged on the king's ene. 
c mies. But Saul thought to make David fall 
e by the hand of the Philiſtines, And when 
« his ſervants told David theſe words, it 
88 2 David well to be the king's ſon. in- 
« law; and the * not expired.” | _ 
OW! 
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this — — knight 
_ errantry of young David; who was now wagi 
war with the Philiſtines to obtain — 
Michal, Saul's beloved daughter: he David 
was not only fighting for a woman, a wife, a 
deauty, and the like; all which are great at- 
tractions, but alſo by this marriage, by this 
league he ſtood a chance, of ſucceeding Saul in 
the government. He therefore the next day, 
aſter the agreement was made puts his part ci it 
into execution, ver. 27. Wherefore David 
„ aroſe and went, he and his men, and flew of 
di the Philiſtines two hundred men; and David 
brought their foreſkins, and they gave them 
ein full tail to the king, that he might be th 
* king's ſon-in-law.” But, ſays my critic, ſome 
debate ariſing concerning the foreſkins, as whe- 
ther they were the foreſkins of men or beafts? 
which was the queſtion of Ziba the king's ſcribe; 
the deciſion, of this weighty point was left to a 
jury of matrons, who having examined the ſe- 
veral foreſkins, the ladies brought in their ver 
dict, that it was their opinion, nay, they were 
ſure, they were the foreſkins of men. This ver- 
dict pleaſed Michal, for ſhe loved David almoſt 
to diſtraction ; and more ſo now, ſince he had 
| hazarded his life to obtain her in marriage; 
nay, I am not clear, but Michal herſelf bore the 
verdict to her father, for ſhe might not only 
ſee the two hundred foreſkins of the Philiſtines, 
but ſhe might handle them and count them, 
for d---d---cs- are very pretty things for ladies 
to play with; for it is plain from the ſacred 
writings, that Michal was preſent. when the 
7 two 
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two hundred foreſkins was under the inſpection 


of Saul; for Saul immediately on his being 


convinced, that they were the foreſkins of men 
Raid. . David then alſo preſent, take Michal 
my daughter to wife.” _ 3 


II doth not appear, ſays the abovecited 


author, that David had put any trick upon 
Saul, tho' this is very common and excuſeable 
in love, but the behaviour of the king after the 
matriage ſeems to leave room fot ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cion; for Saul, ſays the inſpired hiſtorian, 
yer. 29. became. David's enemy continually ; in- 
ſomuch, that chap. xix. 1. be Saul Pale to 
Jonathan his fon, and to all bis ſervants, that 
ſhould kill David. Hence it is evident, that 
Saul, by a ſpecial proclamation throughout all 
is territories, commanded that they ſhould take 
David dead'or alive: and had it not been for 
Michal, David would certainly have been ta- 
ken: for he was fo cloſely purſued and beſet, 
that ſhe, ver. 12. was obliged to ler bim down 


fbrougb 4 window. For this kindneſs and du- 


of Michal to David, Saul is very angry 
Sh his daughter, and ſends for Dat ys 
proves her thus, ver. 17. Why baſt thou deceived 
me. ſo, and ſent away mine enemy that he is 
eſcaped ? David fled out of the dominions of 
Saul, but yet ſome of the learned think, that 
David was fomenting a rebellion againſt Saul, 
that he wanted to dethrone him; 20 as the 
prophet Samuel had promiſed him to be king, 
e thought it long firſt, and ſo might Michal 
too, who by that means would be queen of all 
PWV ny NT 
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David, being in exile for ſome time before 
the death of Saul, and Michal, not being with = 
child by David in the ſpace of three years, mar- 
ries another man, at the command of her fa- 

her Saul, who, chap, xxv. 44. gave her to wife, 

Phalti the fon of Laiſh, which was bf Gal- 
lim.' To be „ of Saul for his injuſtice, 
and of Michal for her incontinence, oly Da- 
vid takes to wife, Abigail who followed after 
him, ver. 42, and allo Ahingam, and they 
both were his wives, ver. 43. 

ByT notwithſtanding all this, the heart of 
David hoaned after Michal, and good reaſon 
why, for Michal had, as has been obſerved, 
faved David's life. Wherefore fays David to lord 
Abner, when Abner wanted to make a league 
with him,! in order to fave his life, or ſecure him- 
felf from the rage or ingratitude of bis maſter 
Iſhboſheth, 2 Sam. ili. 13. Thou ſhalt not ſee my 
face, except thou firſt bring Mi 7200 Saul's daug 
ter, when thou comeſt to ſee my face. That 15 
Unleſs I have delivered up to 2 the darling of 
my heart, ſhe to whom I owe my very being, I 
will not receive thee. 

THz account of this matter as related by 
the holy penman is very entertaining and highly 
diverting, particularly Phaltiel's following after 


Michal, and weeping for the loſs of his wife, 


ver. 14, 15, 16. And David ſent meſſengers 
* to Iſhboſheth, Saul's ſon, ſay ing, Deliver me 
% my wife Michal, which I eh ouſed to me for 
* an hundred foreſkins of the Philiſtines. And 
« Ichboſheth ſent and took her from her huſ- 

* band, even from Phaltiel . the ſon of Lali, 
I . « and 
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** and her huſband went with her along weep- 
7 ing behind her to Bahurim : then faid Abner 
_ +. tohitn, Go, return: And he returned.” Several 
X — are obſervable; but I ſhall mention only 


the fallwing; 1. The reaſon David aſſigns why 
Michal ſhouldÞbedelivered to him, becauſe he had 
delivered to Saul the foreſkins of an hundred Phi- 
litines ; great and marvellous. are thy works, 
O Lord! 2. Iſhboſheth ſent, David's enemy 
_ him, and took Michal from her huſband | 
. Abner himſelf brin 85 Michal to David. 4. 
She willingly comes; for ſhe haſted, and Phal- 
tiel wept behind, aloof off! 5. Abner calls * 
Phaltiel not to dog them. 
A Moravian annotator on this chonder vid 
ſtory of lord Abner and the lady Rizpah pi- 
ouſly obſerves, the great goodneſs and omnipo- 
tence of the Almighty, and. ſays, That God, 
out of the wickedneſs and adultery of Abner 


and Rizpah diſcovered through the ingratitude 


of Iſhboſheth brought about the union of the 


two houſes of Iſrael and Judah, and eſtabliſhed, . 


as he promiſed by his prophet Samuel, the 
throne — David, "the ih after God's own 
heart: O that men would therefore ' praiſe the 
goodneſs, and declare the wonders 
that be doth for the children of men | 'Tis true, 
ſays this holy divine, that God is juſt, and that 
he rewardethevery one according to his deeds; 
and _ he made this amour of _ —_ Riz- 
occaſion of producing his prophecy: by 

is holy prophet, yet by: Joab, the faithful may 
obſerve, that he puniſhes with death the adul- 
i AIG . Jaab took him aſide 
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in the gate, and ſpake with him quietly ; and 


he ſmote him under the fifth rib, that he died. 
Here we may farther remark, that as Abner ſe- 


cretly and privately defiled the bed of Iſhbo- 


ſheth, ſo the all- wiſe God permits'Joab to ſmite 
him with death ſecretly and quiefly; but the 
people of the Lord may alſo obſerve, that be- 
fore the Lord cuts off the wicked, he makes 
them do the work he has for them to do, and. 
execute and fulfill his will ; as firſt, before he 

rmits Joab to ſmite Abner, Abner makes 
David king over all Iſrael, and reſtores to David 
Michal, the daughter of ' Saul, who was his 


wife, 2 Sam, iii. 14. And tho Rizpah's per- 
fidy and incontinence goes unpuniſhed for the 


preſent, yea, even for one and thirty years, yet 
we find the never-failing providence of God 
overtakes the wicked in the long run. For 
chap. xx1. 8. two of the ſons of Rizpah fall a 
ſacrifice to appeaſe the vengeance, fury and re- 
ſentment of the Gibeonites, viz. Armoni and 
Mephiboſheth, whom David deliver d up, for 
from hence it follows, that David never had 
carnal knowledge of the lady Rizpah, tho he 
was 2 great admirer of the ſex; for if he had 
been in love with the lady he would not have 
facrificed her ſons. This loſs of her two ſons 


was a great grief and puniſhment to lady Riz- 


pah, and almoſt broke her tender heart, as the 


faithful may read; ver. 10, 11. „ And Rizpah 


the daughter of Ajah took fackcloth, and 
<< ſpread it for her upon the rock, from the 
t beginning of harveſt until water dr 

upon them out of heaven, and ſuffered nei- 
ett 8 
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* ther the birds of the air to reſt upon them 


by day, nor the beaſts of the field by night.“ 
« And it was told David what Rizpah the 
daughter of Ajah the concubine of Saul had 
„ done.” The faithful, I ſay, may obſerve how 
the Almighty ſets bounds to his puniſhments, 
and will not ſuffer man to do what he pleaſeth; 


for tho he in his great wiſdom permits David 


to ſlay the two ſons of Rizpah, yet he does not 
ſaffer the ſon of Jeſſe ſo much as to hurt a 
hair of the head of this fair lady ; and for any 
thing which appears to the contrary in holy 
writ, this beautiful woman,. wife and concu- 
bine of king Saul was permitted to die a natural 
death, or as we ſay, in her bed; O that men 
would therefore praiſe the Lord for bis gooaneſs, 
and declare the wonders that he doth for the cbil- 
dren of men | 

Women, continues this holy man, have been 
often made the inſtruments in the hand of the 
Lord for good to his people; thus, Sarah was 
the making or enriching of Abraham, Gen. xii. 
54. the Egyptians beheld the woman that ſhe 
was very fair, and Pharaoh was fo taken with 
her beauty, that ver. 16. he entreated Abram 
well for her fake: and he gave him ſheep and 


oxen, and he- aſſes, and men-ſervants, and maid- 


ſervants, and ſhe-aſſes and camels. Now the 


deſigns of Pharaoh undoubtedly were evil, and 


he did endeavour to lie with Sarai, but at length 
Sarai, when ſhe could no longer diſſuade the 
king from his evil intentions of defiling her 
plainly declares, that ſhe was the wife of Abram, 

By this we learn, that adultery was, among the 
ien D 2 Egyptians, 
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Egyptians, an heinous crime, and puniſhed 


with death; O that Chriſtians, that we who 


have the light of the goſpel to guide us had the 


grace to refrain from adultery, from corrupting 
the wives of others, from neighing, as the holy 
Prophet expreſſes it, after our neighbours wives, 


and that we regarded, and that the Lord would 


give us grace to obſerve with ſanctity and cha- 
ſtity of body the tenth commandment, © Thou 
« ſhalt not covet thy nejghbour's houſe, thou 
« ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
* ſervant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his 
* aſs, nor any thing that is his,” I am ſure, 
we, the chriſtians of this kingdom have 
great need heartily to pray, in the words of 
our holy and immaculate church: Lord have 


* mercy upon us, and incline us, by thy holy 


* ſpirit particularly to keep this law, and to 
« write it in our hearts, we beleech thee 3 


AMEN, I PRAy Gor. Sarah was ſo good a 


woman that ſhe made often uſe of this artifice 
to enrich her lord and husband; thus, Chap. xx. 
4. ſhe lies with king Abimelech, not for luſt, 
but for gain to Abram ; but in the night, when 
they were both in bed together, and Abimelech 
would haye uſed Sarah as is cuſtomary on ſuch 
occaſions, the Lord reſtrained him from com- 
mitting adultery ; that is, he kept bis majeſty 
from the act of copulation ; Abimelech, as well 
as Pharaoh abhorred the fin of adultery, tho' 

they both practiſed fornication, which by the 
way was allowed to the righteous patriarchs: 


And he, Abimelech, took ſheep, and oxen, and 


inen-ſervants, and women-ſervants,. and gave 
| | 8 80 em 
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them unto Abraham, and reſtored him Sarah 
his wife.” I am afraid we Chriſtians are not fo 
| honeſt as thoſe Heathens were, for too many, 
God knows, lie with other mens wives, and 
make them no ſatisfaction, no reparation for 
the injury done. Such arc highly blame-worthy, 
but I hope the day will come. that we of this 
nation ſhall eſche w this evil. tag 

- Women, adds this ſcholar, have by the 
prophets of the Lord been made the ſigns and 
tokens of future good to his people ; thus the 
prophet Iſaiah, chap. vii. 14. © Therefore, ſays 
é he, the Lord himſelf ſhall give you a ſign, 
% Behold a virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a 
© ſon, and ſhall call his name Immanuel; 
which St, Matthew, the holy evangeliſt, of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ſays was ful- 
filled, for that a virgin brought forth the Saviouc 
of the world, the promiſed Shiloh, the true Meſ- 
ſiah, in due time, of herſelf, and that no man 
knew her: And he [Joſeph] knew her not 
* *till ſhe had brought forth her firſt-born ſon, 
* and he called his name Jeſus,” Mat. i. 2 5. 
Thus did the Lord fulfill the words of his holy 
prophet Iſaiah ! | 
Dinger by the Spirit of the Lord, the pro- 
phet gives the Jews another virgin for a ſign, and 
which narrative I ſhall give the faithful in the 
very words of inſpiration. Chap. viii. ver. 1. 
&c. © Moreover, the Lord ſaid unto me, Take 
© thee a great roll, and write in it with a 
« man's pen, concerning Maherſhalalhaſhbaz. 
*« And I took unto me Richful witneſſes to re- 


1 cord, Uriah. the prieſt, and Zechariah — 
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t ſon of Jeberechiah. And I went unto the 
« propheteſs, and ſhe conceived and bare a 
«« fon, then ſaid the Lord unto me, call his 
* name Maherſhalalhaſhbaz. For before the 
child ſhall have knowledge to cry, my fa- 
tt ther and my mother, the riches of Damaſcus, 
“ and the ſpoil of Samaria ſhall be taken away 
«© before the king of Aſſyria. Which prophe- 
cy was literally fulfilled. STE TE, 
Tux prophet Ifaiah introduces the Lord thus 
ſpeaking to the good women of his time, tho 
I T confeſs it was not in a very complaiſant form; 
chap. iii. 11, &c. Wo unto the wicked, as for 
my people women rule over them; that is, 
what we call petticoat governinent in this polite 
age; and the Lord inveighs againſt the orna- 
ments of the young tittering girls, which we 
now call the Belles, thus ; I will puniſh my 
people, becauſe the daughters of Zion are 
* haughty, and walk with ſtretched- forth 
* necks, and wanton eyes, walking and 
* mincing as they go, and making a tinkling 
et with their feet: therefore the Lord will ſmite 
« with a ſcab the crown of the head of the 
« daughters of Zion, and the Lord will diſco- 
„ver their ſecret parts. In that day the Lord 
© will take away the bravery of their tinkling 
c ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, 
« and their round tires like the moon, the 
*© chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 
« the bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, 
« and the headbands, and the tablets, and the 
« ear-rings, the rings, and the noſe-jewels, the 
e changeable ſuits of apparel, and the mantles, 


" and 
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<« and the wimples, and the criſping - irons, the 
« glaſſes, and the fine linen, and the hoods, 
and the vails. And it ſhall come to paſs, 
that inſtead of ſweet ſmell, there ſhall be 
« ſtink; and inſtead of a irdle, a tent; and 
<< inſtead of a ſtomacher a girding of fackcloth ; 
« and burning inſtead of beauty.” If the daugh- 
ters of Jadea deſerved all this for their pride? 
Lord! what will not the daughters of our Sion, 
of great Auguſta deſerve, whoſe pride far ex- 
ceeds theirs ; their elevated looks and trip- 
- gs, their glances and oglings, their naked 

eaſts and wanton geſtures ; their gaudy dreſs, 
extended hoops, their waſhings and paintings, 
their balls, routs, rackets, earthquakes and 
maſquerades; their gallantry, coquettry and de- 
bauchery; their irreligion and profaneneſs. 0 
pro, for the peace of Jeruſalem, They Hall prof- 
per that 


bat love thee ! 

BzreeLy : Diſputes and der betwirt 
men and their wives, wherein the husband 
contrary 'to the laws of God and bumanity, 
divorced his wife, in order that he might ma 
ry his harlot, a younger woman, a damſel, 
lady of his court, more agteeable than his a 
ful queen; this end of iniquity has by the 
almighty power of God, and through the ope- 
rations of his Holy Spirit been made the occa- 
fion of producing the greateſt of goods, for the 
faithful ought carefully to obſerve; and it is a 

note greatly to their comfort, that it is the ſ 
cial prerogative of our heavenly Father * 
the greateſt GOO out of the moſt abotninabl 
a as in the —̃— caſe of king 
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Hanns ths. W 1 and queen Caruxkinr; | 
th | 


is produced t 


glorious Refarmation ; this 


threw down the ſupremacy of that ſcarlet whore, 


the Porz, and with it fell the idolatry of the 
church of Rome, the follies, ſuperſtitions, hier- 
archy and impoſitions of the prieſts and clergy 
of that time; brought us out of the thickneſs 

lorious freedom and marvellous light of Pro- 
2 chriſtianity, and made us the true ſons 
of God, whereby we have ever ſince cried 
ABBA, father! It overthrew the ſpiritual tyran- 
ny of the biſhops and monks of that period, 
depriving the ficſt of their power, and the lat- 


of ignorance and religious darkneſs into the 


church-lands, and introduc'd riches and plenty 
among the laity ; this ſea ſonable and happy di- 
vorce gave us a VIRGIN QUEEN, under whoſe 
wiſe and auſpicious reign religion was reſtor 
to its primitive ſimplicity and diſcipline,” and 
which has remained in its utmoſt purity even 
to this day, as is evident from its preſent ſtate 
and the daily practice of its biſhops and cler- 
875 of whom, in reſpe® to the laity in reali- 
ty, they may ſay, according to that of St. Paul, 
Wr $xz2x Nor YouR's, aur You. O that 
« men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his 
<«- goodneſs, and declare the wonders he doeth 
* 12 the children of men!” Thus far this 


body and fanctißed writer. 


Ir is now time to return to our text, and 
take a view of the doctrinal part of the para- 
ble of which it is a part, the defign of which 
2 : is, 


( 27 ) : 
is, to exhort all men who are entruſted by God 
here, with honours, | eſtates, places, dignities 
and authorities, to make uſe of them in ſpirt- 
tual ends, to the glory of God, and the benefit 
of Une for we are not proprietors and 
owners, but ſtewards and preceptors only, of 
the manifold gifts of God, and muſt be ac- 
cbuntable to him for all at laſt; but in the 
mean time to uſe and employ our Lord's goods 
and talents to the beſt advantage to ourſelves, 
aud to thoſe committed to our charge, whilſt 
we are entruſted with them. (ng 
Tu obſervations which naturally ariſe from 
this parable are theſe: 1. That all perſons, even 
the moſt eminent, dignified and noble, are bat 
Rewards and preceptors of the good things of 
God. 2. That our ſtewardſhip and preceptor- 
"ſhip will certainly have an end: we ſhall not 
always, we ſhall not long enjoy our poſts, of- 
ices, and ſtations. 3. That when we are pe 
out of our ſtewardſhip and preceptorſhip; we 

— give an account of our conduct therein, 
and the greater our truſt was, the heavier and 
more ſolemn will our reckoning be. 4. That 
therefore it will be our higheſt'prodence; whilſt 
we are entruſted by our — with his goods, 
the education of his children, and the g 

ment of his family; ſo to uſe and improve his 
goods, ſo to take care of the education of his 
on and heir, and the like, as may make moſt 
for our comfort and advantage, 2 we ll 
| be — to give be. gut acc. 34 
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ben I look round me 
avguſt aſſembly which hear me this'day; 
few: but thoſe to whom the words of my text 
are applicable in ſome ſenſe; moſt, if not all 
of you, who ſuſtain the charaQters of maſters 
and miſtreſſes of families but what are ſtewards. 
You who are entruſted by royalty, who are ad- 
vanc d to poſts and dignity and govern in the 
Rate, you who attend about the royal perſon, 
you of the Privy-council, are properly ſtewards 
of your king and country; you who have the 
E let me adviſe you, if you have 
heard the reproof of your maſter, and the in- 
terrogatory of my text has ſounded in your ente, 
How. is it that I hear this of you? mend your 
manners for the future, double your diligence in 
the truſt repoſed. in you, execute it with faith- 
fulneſs, integrity and conſtancy, that by a con- 
Rant continuance in well-doing you may refute 
the malicious accuſations of your accuſers, and 
ſhew by the juſtneſs and uprightneſs of your 
conduct that they have belied and ſlandered 
you. To you who hear me, who are ſtewards 
of the myſteries of our holy religion, who at 
the altar daily offer up for the people the ſa- 
crifices of prayer and praiſe, you will as you 


= 


always have done, diſcharge your duty by teach- 


ing thoſe committed to your charge their 

to God, to their king, and that brotherly love 
and chriſtian friendſhip, which ought to ſubſiſt 
among all orders and degrees of men. You 
who are the repreſentatives of the commons of 
this land, are ſtewards, ' ſtewards for the people 


of this realm; ye are entruſted with their * 


. wt Þ 
and properties; but take ye care Eg 
the truſt repoſed in you Ae 
country, Jeſt ſoon your conſtituents cry out, as 
with one voice; Hm is it that I bear this of - 
you N and ye be not able to give a faithful-ac- = 
count of your Rewardſhip, nor be able to ſtand 
forth in the fiery day of trial. May we all be 
able to give an account of our ſtewardſhip in 
the day of the Lord, in „ OO: 
cee all lure ſhall be opened, I pray God. 
Seek, and ye ſhall find, Inch, and it ful 


opentd unte you.” 
Now unto bim wb is able Hoes be grote 


1 ai6hd ue al ear hr to whom with the 
Son and the Holy og Aoi th oe 


world without end, Amen. 
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Court. His moſt memomble Exploits,. both by 


Manuſcript, of Sir 7. homas 
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300! 10 . ub ] Mod. bier * n chr 
a 4 ful gti la 1449 Pans 
were gt of 1 Ea | 
sg, 


Fe R in nr 
of VL Devereux, Earl of He. Contain- 
Bg, an Account of his firſt; on 10 


Land, particular! the takin 
a and during bis Caf in 
His Intimacy and Favour with Queen Elizd- 
-heth, ahd by, what Means he loft it. His firſt 
Conkinement, and Trial thereupon. His..va- 


ow Conteſts, with: the Gore, Eh Occa- 


n of his final eee 4 a . 
tion, Execution, and Speech upon the | 
fold. An Original Letter, . — from an old 


Eggerton, Keeper 
of the Great Seal, to the Earl of Eſex ; with 


his Lordſhip's Anſwer. The Fable of the 
Bees: A Sonnet, 


wrote by his:-Lordſhip in his 
Confinement, lamenting his Misfortunes; never 


printed before, His Letter of Admonition to 


the Earl of Southampton. A Parallel between 


the Earl of Eſex and the Duke of Bucking- 


ham; a curious and ſcarce Piece, full of enter- 


_ taining Incidents; by Sir Henry Wotton, Kat. 
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